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Forward
Today belongs to us. History is made today by me. History is made today by you.
Nothing in the past can be undone. The future is not accessible to us. No one can
shirk their responsibility. History is made today. There is no escaping it. This is
no small matter.
We inherit a history and leave a history behind. Together we survey and evaluate
the actions of humanity all in retrospect with 20/20 hindsight. We boldly take a
look being warned not to ignore because history matters. Actions can never be
taken back. What has been done is done.
Thoughts may be kept private and words may remain unspoken but when we act
history is realized. Rarely does some unknown or unconscious force drive us to
act. We act with intention unless we have relinquished control and are slaves to
our habits like a ship without a captain. Even then we must be held accountable
for having left our post and we are still responsible for the outcome. Our
thoughts lead to words, and words lead to actions, and actions lead to thoughts,
and thoughts lead to words, and words lead to actions, and so it goes on and on,
history in the making. It is not so much what has been said as what has been
done. Thoughts on matters may change and words may be taken back or further
explained but it is our actions that create history and not our thoughts or words.
There are far too many obscure words filled with implicit and explicit meanings
expressing thoughts and opinions often hard to understand and far too many
differences of opinion on what these words actually mean. Actions speak for
themselves. Words fail to communicate and this cannot be remedied with more
words. Words can paint a picture but it is only a picture and not the essence. The
essence is in the actions. History leads us to this very important moment in time.
It influences our actions and gives us hope that we can make a history where
results match intentions.
Going way back to the Hebrew creation story and the first man (Adam) according
to tradition created in the image of God and the first woman (Eve) according to
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tradition formed from man’s rib also created in the image of God, there is long
historical record of actions to inform us over the course of some 5,781 years.
The thousands upon thousands of words that speak to what came next are left
with a lot of explaining to do. Unfortunately the actors are no longer present with
us. So rather than focus on this vast sea of words let’s focus foremost on actions
particularly those performed with intention. At first glance this may seem an
impossible task, what to include and what to leave out, and who chooses.
It is a challenge to put over five thousand years of historical actions into just a few
pages. And there is no logical rationale for a full depiction of the entire history
found in the TANAKH and the New Testament. It has already been written and all
the words recorded in multiple translations and in multiple languages. And let us
not forget that there are a vast array of books and writings which have been
chosen to be canonized by some but not by others, most of them confusing and
barely intelligible as to their meaning and intention, for example some books of
the Apocrypha. And there are even more words comprising the various
commentaries and discussions, creating more codifications and canonizations
accepted by some and not by others. We thus swim in a vast sea of words and we
are in danger of drowning.
God has thrown us a lifeline that we might not perish. Yet in all honesty there
remains yet an elephant in every room that God does not exist and that we are
truly alone. There is an ancient fossil record of the ascent of human beings
apparently having descended originally from the apes. And the evolution of
species is today considered an accepted fact. And genetic mutations still continue
even today. Look no further than the Covid-19 corona virus currently in pandemic
around the world.
Fossils attributed to H. sapiens, along with stone tools, dated to approximately
300,000 years ago, found at Jebel Irhoud, Morocco yield the earliest fossil
evidence for anatomically modern Homo sapiens. A 177,000-year-old jawbone
fossil discovered in Israel in 2017 was the oldest human remains found outside
Africa. However, in July 2019, anthropologists reported the discovery of 210,000
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year old remains of a H. sapiens and 170,000 year old remains of a H.
neanderthalensis in Apidima Cave, Peloponnese, Greece.
We just recently landed a new rover on Mars. A trip to Mars takes approximately
seven months. The Perseverance Rover launched on July 30, 2020 at 4:50 a.m.
PST / 7:50 a.m. EST. The Perseverance Rover landed on Feb. 18, 2021 at 12:55
p.m. PST / 3:55 p.m. EST. The Mars 2020 Perseverance Rover will search for signs
of ancient microbial life, which will advance NASA's quest to explore the past
habitability of Mars. The rover has a drill to collect core samples of Martian rock
and soil and then store them in sealed tubes for pickup by a future mission that
would ferry them back to Earth for detailed analysis. Perseverance will also test
technologies to help pave the way for future human exploration of Mars.
Many have come to believe that man created God and not visa-versa. That God is
just a figment of man’s imagination created by man as solace for his fears and his
aloneness. Others believe that even if a God did exist, that God is unreachable
and unknowable and that God is separate and distinct from both man and
creation. Today some Jews believe God to only be transcendent. While other
Jews believe that God may also be imminent. They all seem to believe that our
job as Jews is to bring God down to us and to repair the world.
That sounds like a great idea. But what if God had already come down to us and
taught us how to repair the world. What if no one opened their heart to receive
him or if no one believed the message to be true? Fortunately some did receive
him and when they heard the message they believed it to be true. We owe them
so very much. And all they ask in return is that we continue to share the message.
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Chapter One – What Is My Intention
My intention and purpose in writing is threefold and it is both personal and
altruistic. (1) I intend to remove the elephant from my own room; (2) I intend to
reconcile Judaism and Christianity, as least for myself; and (3) I intend to faithfully
inform you as to why I who am a Jew continue to be a follower of Jesus of
Nazareth.
First I will in just a single paragraph attempt to take care of (3) above.
What keeps the followers of Jesus of Nazareth on their path is a personal
relationship with God. It is only obtained by faith. It is the same with all of our
brothers and sisters who have received the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth and
invited him into their hearts. Our faith has been justified by God and His reward
is the promised Spirit of Truth and Comforter which continues to guide us and
keep us in God’s love. This is not provable and it is not knowable to anyone other
than those who in faith personally receive it. It is not transferable from one to
another. There are many witnesses the world over who boldly attest to the same.
So in this I am thankfully not alone.
According to Jewish law, in the mouths of two or three witnesses a thing is
established. Now, I could easily rest here and say that my job is done. Numbers
(1) and (2) are easily satisfied logically by (3). But I will not take such an easy way
out. That would not be fair to someone without faith in God.
It cannot be denied that God with us and his anointing within us is about as
imminent and as intimate as one can get. But how to have the faith to believe
that such a thing is possible? Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of
God. Each individual must receive or reject the message of Jesus of Nazareth. It
is a matter of choice.
Jesus tells the Jews that they have not only rejected him but they have also
rejected God, John 15: 22-27, 22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they
had not sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin. 23 He that hateth me
hateth my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works which none
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other man did, they had not sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me
and my Father. 25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is
written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 26 But when the Comforter
is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 27 And ye also shall
bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.
Jesus invites us to invite him in, Matthew 11: 28-30, 28 Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me: for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Perhaps this seems all too simple to some? In fairness to all, particularly those
without any faith in God, let’s take more time and go much slower. After all one
should never jump to conclusions. This is not the Jewish way. But if a Jew does
not believe Moses, and a Jew does not believe Jesus of Nazareth, why should they
believe me, or any other Jew? Fortunately all that is necessary is that they believe
God.
So let’s begin at the beginning and start all the way back with the Hebrew
creation story. I can just imagine your expression after having read that last
sentence! But please don’t worry we will not dwell there long. Everything in this
book is condensed and we move very quickly. The Hebrew creation story consists
of a single page. The book in its entirety is only twenty four pages so no one need
suffer. That would not be consistent with my intentions.
I must confess that in writing this book I have been truly blessed and comforted.
Just writing it has brought its own reward. And I hope that reading it brings
blessing and comfort to you and that just reading it brings its own reward. Now
that surely would be totally consistent with my intentions.
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Chapter Two – A Very Short Creation Story
The Hebrew creation story informs us that very soon after their creation Adam
and Eve disobey God and are severely punished being banished from the Garden
of Eden. They soon begin to have children. Their first born son Cain kills his
brother Abel out of jealousy. Childbirth continues for some two millennia. The
earth becomes so vile and corrupt and bloody that God decides to destroy all
human beings except righteous Noah and his immediate family along with a
number of living creatures so that they may all together inhabit a newly cleansed
earth. As instructed by God Noah builds the ark and they survive the flood. The
waters recede and they are instructed to be fruitful and multiply and replenish
the earth.
Childbirth continues and man begins to call out to God. God responds and
eventually begins to separate the righteous from the unrighteous favoring the
righteous. In a world now full of idolatry God favors Abraham and directs him to
leave his homeland in Haran which is Ur of the Chaldees and to go to a land which
God will show him. There God will bless him and he will become a great nation
and in him all families of the earth will be blessed. Abraham believes God and
departs from Haran into the land of Canaan, taking along his wife Sarah, his
nephew Lot, and all of his substance and possessions that he has acquired. In the
Hebrew tradition Abraham was justified by his faith in God. Abraham is the father
of the Jewish people and faith in God makes him such.
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Chapter Three – A Very Short History of Jesus of Nazareth
At the time of the Roman conquest the Jewish leaders are forced to live under
Roman rule. A fragile arrangement is developed between the Roman rulers and
the Jewish leadership. The Jews are allowed to worship in the temple and to
carry out their religious practices but the common people suffer greatly. The
Romans are ruthless in maintaining their rule and are intolerant to any threats.
John the Baptist is born and teaches the people to repent and be baptized for the
remission of sins because the Kingdom of God is at hand. At the same time Jesus
of Nazareth is born in Bethlehem of Judea and begins his ministry to the Jewish
people and promises that God will fulfill all of his promises to the Jewish people
and restore a heavenly kingdom on earth just as it is in heaven. John the Baptist
testifies that Jesus is the Messiah. John is later beheaded.
Many of the Jews believed that being a Jew by birth is what makes them a Jew.
But it is a person who has faith in God that actually makes them a Jew. John the
Baptist addresses this in Matthew 3: 8-12, 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our
father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children
unto Abraham. 10 And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore
every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. 12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will
thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus of Nazareth in whom the true power
lays and declares that Jesus of Nazareth is the one chosen by God to redeem
Israel.
Jesus of Nazareth is an archetype of the Prophet Moses but he speaks God’s
words intimately and directly with all of his disciples, whereas God spoke only to
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Moses. The disciples often question him when they do not understand and he
reveals to them the true meaning of his words. Jesus of Nazareth speaks plainly
all of the words that God has commanded him to speak in a manner they
understand. Everything is revealed and nothing is hidden. The door has been
opened to all who hear him. The revelation of Jesus of Nazareth further makes it
possible for Israel to now become a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
Jesus appoints twelve disciples who come to believe that Jesus is the awaited
Hebrew Messiah. Jesus teaches his disciples all of the words that God has
commanded him to speak and also reveals the spirit and meaning of these words
to his disciples. Jesus preaches that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Jesus has the
authority to bring this about. He is God’s chosen vessel and messenger. He is
living proof that God lives and that He remembers his covenant with the Jewish
people. He speaks with power and authority and he performs many miracles.
Many come to believe his message of repentance and forgiveness. With much
anticipation they await the Kingdom of God and deliverance from oppression.
Peter aware of his approaching death tells us that God Himself spoke from
heaven concerning his Son. II Peter 1: 13-21, 13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I
am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 14 Knowing
that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath
shewed me. 15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease
to have these things always in remembrance. 16 For we have not followed
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received
from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18 And
this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy
mount. 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.
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Chapter Four – A Very Short History Of The Betrayal Of Jesus
One of the twelve disciples, Judas Iscariot betrays Jesus allowing him to be
captured by the Jewish authorities who are seeking his death. Jesus is then
brought before Pontius Pilate for interrogation and trial. Jesus is crucified by the
Romans. Judas hangs himself.
St. John 19: 1-22, 1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 2 And the
soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a
purple robe. 3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their
hands. 4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring
him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 5 Then came Jesus
forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto
them, Behold the man! 6 When the chief priests therefore and the officers saw
him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take
ye him and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 7 The Jews answered him, We
have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of
God. 8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid: 9 And
went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But
Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto
me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to
release thee? 11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me,
except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee
hath the greater sin. 12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but
the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend:
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. 13 When Pilate
therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment
seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 And
it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith
unto the Jews, Behold your King! 15 But they cried out, Away with him, away
with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto unto them, Shall I crucify your king? The
chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 16 Then delivered he him
therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. 17
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And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which
is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 18 where they crucified him, and two other
with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 19 And Pilate wrote a title,
and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF
THE JEWS. 20 This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus
was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and
Latin. 21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of
the Jews: but that he said, I am King of the Jews. 22 Pilate answered, What I have
written I have written.
It was the Romans that crucified Jesus and not the Jews. This was a Roman
practice and not a Jewish practice. For the act of crucifixion was against their law
as it was considered a form of torture.
After the death of Jesus the Jewish people remained under Roman rule. And just
as Jesus predicted the temple was later destroyed some seventy years after his
death. All the while the Jewish people continued to resist Roman rule but to no
avail. So we see that for the Jewish religious leadership, the death of Jesus did
not produce the desired results. The results of their actions did not match their
intentions. But fortunately for all of us, God had other intentions. Can we forgive
them for what they did? Jesus of Nazareth himself forgave them pleading to God
for them saying, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”
Saul was a betrayer of the early followers of Jesus and he persecuted some of
them unto death. Saul was a Pharisee and a stickler for obedience. Later he was
confronted by the Spirit of God and he sorely repented of his sins. He had a hard
time gaining the trust of the disciples. He took on the new name Paul and turned
his zeal into spreading the gospel to the Gentiles.
Paul is considered by many Jews as the one who is most responsible for the
establishment of a separate Christian Church. This caused great
misunderstandings and divisions. One need only consider the devastating
religious Crusades, the ‘holy wars’, and the divisions that endure even to this day
affecting Jews, Christians, and Muslims everywhere.
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Chapter Five – A Long History Of Faith
On close examination we find that the majority of the actions of the Jewish
people are inseparable from their faith. A somewhat long but very convenient
history is provided in Hebrews 11: 1-40, 1 Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good
report. 3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 4
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he
being dead yet speaketh. 5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see
death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his
translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of
the righteousness which is by faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 Through faith also Sara herself
received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was
past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore sprang
there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 13 These all
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare
plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that
country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have
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returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said,
That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise
him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 20 By
faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob,
when he was dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning
upon the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the
departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandments concerning his
bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his
parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the
king’s commandment. 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he
had respect unto the recompense of the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 28
Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that
destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the
Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. 30 By
faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were encompassed about seven
days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when
she had received the spies with peace. 32 And what shall I more say? for the time
would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jehthae; of
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 33 Who through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of
the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were
tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:
36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds
and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were
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tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not
worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of
the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received
not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect.
Hebrews 12: 1-2, 1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us. 2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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Chapter Six – Why I Continue To Follow Jesus of Nazareth
We see that faith in God is totally personal. Faith cannot be transferred from one
person to another. It cannot be inherited. Abraham, Moses, the Prophets, and
Jesus of Nazareth all informed us that without faith you cannot please God.
In my childhood I was taught to believe in God. But I did not have the faith
necessary to please God. And it is only by the grace of God that I have that faith
today. I left my heritage and wandered too far. I became a man of sin. I needed
forgiveness and redemption. I needed to return to the God of my ancestors and I
longed to come home. Man calls out to God in desperation. Save me I perish.
My God do not forsake me. Help me for thy name’s sake.
I called out to God in desperation and it was very soon thereafter that I was
introduced to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Even though I believed in God, without
Jesus of Nazareth, I could not find my way back to him. It was Jesus of Nazareth
who showed me the path that enabled me to return to God.
Jesus of Nazareth was able to show me my sins and reveal the path to
redemption. His loving sacrifice enabled me to have faith in the Hebrew God, in
myself, and in others. I was once again a Jew but this time by choice and not only
by birth. By faith in Jesus of Nazareth I was able to return to God. Just as he
promised he has never left me nor forsaken me. He has guided me and kept me
now for well over forty years.
It would have been enough to have been forgiven and be returned to God. But all
those who believe in him also receive the Spirit of Truth and Comforter, sent to us
by God for our benefit, so that we may know sin and depart from it. And in that
we may be comforted and know true joy and happiness. That we may all learn to
love one another and in so doing know a peace that passes our understanding.
This is our reward for our faith in God and for believing God’s words that were
spoken to us by his beloved Son, who was sent to us by God for our salvation and
healing. This is why I as a Jew continue to follow Jesus of Nazareth.
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Many Jewish authors will tell you why you should be a Jew. For most of them
Jesus of Nazareth is just another false messiah who is mentioned only out of
necessity and then easily passed over. He does not seem to matter as much as
Moses and is not even given the attention afforded to other Jewish rabbis.
In my estimation Jesus of Nazareth does not often get a fair shake from many
Jewish authors and I now hope to remedy that. Can a Jew be a follower of Jesus
of Nazareth? Can a follower of Jesus of Nazareth be a Jew? Such strange
questions as the answers appear so self evident in that Jesus of Nazareth is Jewish
and never departed from that. Jesus never intended to create a new religion. Yet
somehow a new religion was created. How would Jesus of Nazareth himself
respond to that? Lines have been drawn in Israel’s ancient sand. As such Judaism
and Christianity need reconciliation. And I need to reconcile this within myself in
order to continue being a Jew.
The world continues to be filled with hatred, violence, oppression and deceit.
What about those who cannot control their passions? Those who cause calamity
and wreck havoc without having any conscience or even any awareness of the
effects of their actions. Not only must we endure all these transgressions and the
lack of respect and human decency that we encounter in our daily lives but we
are force fed the same in television shows, movies, and books. Then the news
informs us daily of the latest atrocities. Truly many act as if there is no God. They
have no fear of God but they rather fear man. They will do anything, say anything
in order to justify themselves. They continually strive for power and domination
and they take no prisoners. Life to them is cheap and they are surely not their
brother’s keeper.
A world that should for all intents and purposes be at peace is today replete with
violence. There is no rest to the wicked and seemingly nothing can quench their
thirst for more blood. Not even power and domination. Is it because the world
still remains unredeemed?
There must be an answer. I know in my heart that it is the love of God.
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Chapter Seven – What Of Religion?
Until the time of Jesus, all Jews followed the laws of Moses under penalty of
death. Jesus comes and demonstrates both in word and deed that mercy should
overshadow justice and that God desires the death of no one. He reveals the
spirit and intent of God’s laws that were given to Moses. His message is one of
forgiveness and love. His message has great appeal to many in Israel. His
message to the Jews is also accompanied by the performance of miracles. The
religious leaders primarily the Pharisees and Sadducees feel threatened by his
message. Still Jesus attracts many followers the first of them all being Jews.
Jesus came first to the Jews. Many Jewish people received him and many
rejected him. He was accused of violating Moses’ laws and of sedition. His
message was later given to the Gentiles and many received him. God’s message
was to be for all peoples and nations, for all those who had faith to believe and
who would receive him.
Jewish followers of Jesus of Nazareth consider themselves to be Jews. Gentiles
who have accepted Jesus of Nazareth as the Hebrew Messiah more often call
themselves Christians. This name was first used in Antioch to refer to the
disciples and followers of Jesus in that city. At that time it was not viewed as a
new religion but just another small sect of Jewish belief and practice.
Jesus found fault with the hypocritical Jewish religious leadership but not with the
Hebrew God that they and he worshipped. Jesus taught his disciples that God
alone is to be worshipped. That he did not come to destroy the laws of Moses but
to fulfill them. The difference being that what matters most is the spirit and
intention of the law rather than the letter of the law. Jesus taught his disciples
and followers to have absolute faith in God and to love each other as God loves
us, as Jesus himself loves us, and that this love is to extend even to our enemies.
Jesus promises us that if we do so we will inherit God’s Kingdom even eternal life.
Jesus gave his life in order to deliver this message to the entire world. After being
crucified and buried three days later the body of Jesus was not to be found. His
followers believed that he had risen from the dead. The Jews and Romans
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believed that his body was stolen from the grave. Miraculously he was seen by
his disciples several times after his death and he spoke with them and even ate
with them. Then he ultimately left them ascending into heaven to sit at the right
hand of God.
After the death of Jesus of Nazareth, the early believers formed congregations in
various locations and continued to practice the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth
under much persecution. The Gospel of Jesus Christ spread abroad to every
nation. The early Christian churches were formed in the centuries following the
death of Jesus of Nazareth. And later the “Christian Religion” became the official
religion of Rome.
Some Jews believe in and are awaiting a messiah that will be a human king similar
to King David. Some Jews believe in and are awaiting a spiritual messiah. Some
Jews do not believe in a messiah at all. Some Jews practice mysticism and some
do not. Some Jews believe in miracles and some do not. Some Jews believe in an
afterlife and some do not. Some Jews believe in heaven and hell and some do
not. Some Jews are Agnostics and some are Atheists. Many Jews today do not
practice any religion at all.
The Ultra Orthodox Jews attempt to follow 613 commandments which they have
canonized from their interpretation of the Mosaic laws found in Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy but many of these cannot be performed today in
Israel. It is their legitimate fear of God that drives them. As instructed by Moses
they want to enjoy God’s blessings and not God’s curses so they continue on in
their endeavors hoping that this would please God. They desire to rebuild the
temple on the Temple Mount and sacrifice animals to God as instructed by
Moses. They are ready to do so if allowed.
Jewish authors have written regarding Moses, about how he might react to the
Jew’s religious practices of today. Would he even recognize them? Everyone in
the practice of their religion tends to believe that they have it right and that
others have it wrong. It is the same with some practicing Christians. How would
Jesus react to the Christian practices of today? Would he even recognize them?
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Chapter Eight – Does God Exist?
Some Jews of faith continue to pray for God’s divine presence to return to Zion,
“May our eyes behold (may we witness) your merciful return to Zion. I praise
God, who returns to Zion the glory of the Divine Presence.” They still believe in
God. And they still believe that God’s presence will return to Zion. They
expectantly praise him while they await his return. They believe that their
prayers will be answered. So it is safe to assume that God exists at least for these
who pray such a prayer in faith believing that God will answer them.
Some followers of Jesus of Nazareth await the return of Jesus of Nazareth. They
pray for his return. They believe that he will come. They too expectantly praise
him while they await his return. So it is safe to assume that God exists at least for
these who pray such a prayer in faith believing that God will answer them.
There is a long history of answered prayers in our tradition. So it is safe to
assume that God exists at least for all these whose prayers have been answered.
When a man calls out to God and God responds it is safe to assume that God
exists for these in such circumstance.
When God calls out to man and man responds it is safe to assume that God exists
for these who are in such circumstance.
When a man reads the words that Jesus has spoken recorded in the New
Testament, and responds in his soul as if having heard from God, and his faith in
God is restored, and he learns how to love, it is safe to assume that God exists for
these in such circumstance.
Of course no one can prove that God exists except for God himself.
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Chapter Nine – Do The Results Match My Intentions?
(1) I believe that God has answered my prayers, so for me God exists and the
elephant has left the room.
(2) I believe that a Jew can be a follower of Jesus of Nazareth and still be Jewish,
so for me Judaism and Christianity have been reconciled.
(3) I have informed you to the best of my ability why I who am a Jew continue to
be a follower of Jesus of Nazareth.
Just before his death, Jesus of Nazareth proclaimed while suffering on the cross,
“It is finished.” Who am I to declare anything different? God has thrown us a
lifeline so that we do not perish.
One should be fully aware that we take a risk whenever we proclaim our beliefs.
What has been written has been written. We are not to add to it or to take away
from it. So I ask by God’s mercy that no one’s faith be destroyed. Although I love
God and I know that God loves me, still I have a healthy fear of God, and I know
that this would surely displease him.
Matthew 18:6-7, 6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in
me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that
he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe unto the world because of
offenses! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to the man by whom
the offence cometh!
And if my words could possibly lead anyone to turn from their sins, seek God and
be returned unto him, I know that God would surely be pleased.
James 5: 19-20, 19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert
him; 20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his
way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
Jesus has taught us how to pray to God.
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Matthew 6: 5-15, 5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as
the heathen do; for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8
Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have
need of, before ye ask him. 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever, Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses.
King David has taught us how to approach life without fear.
A Psalm of David - Psalm 23: 1-6. 1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
his name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.
The beloved disciple John has taught us the power of love.
1 John 4: 12-21, 12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that we
dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have
seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15
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Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he
in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 17 Herein is
our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment:
because as he is, so are we in the world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made
perfect in love. 19 We love him, because he first loved us. 20 If a man say, I love
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 21 And this
commandment have we from him. That he who loveth God love his brother also.
John’s prophetic vision gives us hope for peace.
The Book of Revelations speaks of a New Jerusalem coming down from God out of
heaven. This is a spiritual city and its dimensions are immense in fact covering an
area larger than the entire Middle East. This heavenly spiritual city is not just for
Jews and the Nation of Israel. It is for all peoples of faith who dwell in the land
and overcome sin through faith in God. It is God’s ultimate reward for the
faithful.
Revelations 21: 1-7, 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are
true and faithful. 6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the
water of life freely. 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his
God, and he shall be my son.
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Many who read the Hebrew Prophets and the Book of Revelations are totally
convinced of a very dark ending. They are almost fatalistic as if there is nothing
that man can do to possibly change this. But historically we have seen that God
relents even when only a few righteous are to be found. God desires the death of
no one. I have a more optimistic and less fatalistic view of the future.
Some believe that the Kingdom of God has already come and gone. Some believe
that the Kingdom of God has come and that it is still with us. Some are still
awaiting the Kingdom of God. Some believe there will be a day of reckoning and a
final judgment. Some believe in the end of the world. Some believe that they will
be removed from experiencing it. These things are in God’s dominion and belong
to God alone. We are not to be afraid.
God still speaks to us.
This is my commandment that you love one another that your joy may be full.
Man still responds.
I believe you Lord show us how to live to be at peace with all men.
Today I make history. Today you make history. This is no small matter.
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